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[bookmark: _Hlk103935411]Palm Beach County's Unemployment Rate Holds Steady at 3.3% Amid Robust Job Growth in Key Industries

West Palm Beach, Fla. (April 19, 2024) – Palm Beach County's unemployment rate remains unchanged at 3.3 percent for three consecutive months, mirroring the rate recorded in January and February 2024, according to the latest data released today by CareerSource Palm Beach County and FloridaCommerce (all numbers not seasonally adjusted).
 
· Nonagricultural employment in Palm Beach County reached 700,600 in March 2024, marking an increase of 9,900 jobs (+1.4 percent) over the year.
· Several industries in Palm Beach County experienced faster growth rates compared to statewide figures: Education and Health Services (+6.2 percent), Construction (+5.4 percent), Government (+4.9 percent), and Manufacturing (+3.3 percent).
· Palm Beach County had notable achievements in job growth rates, particularly in the Government (+4.9 percent) and Construction (+5.4 percent) industries, ranking highest and second highest among metro areas in the state, respectively.

Job growth/loss by industry sector:  Palm Beach County saw job growth in key industries like education/health services, government, construction, and trade/transportation/utilities. However, sectors like professional business services experienced a significant decline. 

	Industry
	Change
	Total Jobs

	Education/health services
	+ 6,900 jobs	
	118,900

	Government
	+ 3,100 jobs
	66,700

	Construction
	+ 2,300 jobs
	45,000

	Trade/transportation/utilities	
	+ 1,700 jobs
	127,000 

	Manufacturing
	+ 700 jobs
	22,200

	Financial activities
	- 200 jobs
	49,200

	Leisure and hospitality
	- 500 jobs 
	97,900

	Information	
	- 700 jobs
	11,400

	Professional business services
	- 2,600 jobs
	132,300

	
	
	

	
	
	



Julia Dattolo Named Toni Jennings Workforce Development Professional of the Year by Florida Economic Development Council (FEDC)

Julia Dattolo, President and CEO of CareerSource Palm Beach County, has been named the Toni Jennings Workforce Development Professional of the Year by the Florida Economic Development Council (FEDC). "I am truly honored to receive the Toni Jennings Workforce Development Professional of the Year award," Ms. Dattolo expressed. "It's a testament to the hard work and dedication of our team at CareerSource Palm Beach County. This recognition inspires us to continue our mission of creating pathways to prosperity for all."

Ms. Dattolo's strategic initiatives fostered a robust jobs pipeline, securing nearly $12 million in grants for job training and educational support, while spearheading initiatives like the Statewide Career Pathways Model and the Statewide virtual services, ensuring better accessibility and integration of workforce development and education statewide. Additionally, Julia appointed a group of local leaders to an education and industry consortium, facilitating collaboration to align educational programming with local industry needs.

As a recognized leader in workforce development, CareerSource Palm Beach County's initiatives have yielded substantial employment gains, engaged hundreds of employers, and provided extensive support services to residents across the county.

May 2024 Hiring Events & Workshops 

CareerSource Palm Beach County has scheduled the following hiring events and workshops for May 2024: 
· May 1st & 2nd: Free Workshop for Employers - Benefits and ROI of Apprenticeships
· May 3rd: HealthCare Job Fair
· May 17th: Hospitality & Food Service Job Fair

More information and to register, visit the events calendar on www.careersourcepbc.com.  
###
Note to editors: You are invited to interview a CareerSource spokesperson on local employment and economic trends. Please call 561.340.1060 ext. 2489 for scheduling before 3 p.m. today.

IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE STEVENS AMENDMENT:
CareerSource Palm Beach County, Inc. is the direct service provider for various workforce programs supported by the U.S. Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and other agencies as part of awards totaling $15,851,406 (revised annually). Unless otherwise stipulated, all statements, news releases, requests for proposals, bid solicitations and other applicable documents are fully funded from federal sources.
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